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the Confederates, because it was the principal CHAP.XV
storehouse they now had for feeding their armies
about Richmond. It was well known that they
would make a desperate struggle to maintain it.
It had been the source of a great deal of trouble to
us heretofore to guard that outlet to the north.,
partly because of the incompetency of some of the
commanders, but chiefly because of interference
from Washington. It seemed to be the policy of
General Halleck and Secretary Stanton to keep
any force sent there, in pursuit of the invading
army, moving right and left so as to keep between
the enemy and our capital; and, generally speak-
ing, they pursued this policy until all knowledge
of the whereabouts of the enemy was lost. They
were left, therefore, free to supply themselves with
horses, beef-cattle, and such provisions as they
could carry away from western Maryland and
Pennsylvania. I determined to put a stop to this.
I started Sheridan at once for that field of opera-
tion, and on the following day s$nt another division
of his cavalry.

I had previously asked to have Sheridan assigned
to that command, but Mr. Stanton objected, on the
ground that he was too young for so important a 463
command. On the 1st of August, when I sent re-
inforcements for the protection of Washington, I
sent the following orders:

CITY POINT, VIRGINIA,
August 1, 18647 11: 30 A.M.
MAJOR-GENERAL HALLECK,
Washington, D. C.:

I am sending General Sheridan for temporary duty XXxV?i(2)
whilst the enemy is being expelled from the border.        668
Unless General Hunter is in the field in person, I wantdivi-
